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A Literary Event Is Born!
Showcase of published books, poems,

cookbooks, children, YA and more.

Keynote speakers: Bestselling Colorado Author Peter Heller
and State Historian Patty Limerick. 

Be There!  Saturday, March 3, 2018

Denver Public Library (main) 10:30 AM – 4:00 PM

The Colorado Book Festival

COBookFestival.com



J. L. (Joe) Abramo
J. L. ABRAMO, born in Brooklyn on Raymond Chandler’s fi fty-ninth 
birthday, is the author of the Jake Diamond novels—Catching 
Water in a Net, Clutching at Straws, Counting to Infi nity, Circling the 
Runway (Shamus Award Winner) and Chasing Charlie Chan—and the 
thrillersGravesend, Brooklyn Justice and Coney Island Avenue.

Mario Acevedo
Mario Acevedo is a national bestselling author and has won a Colorado 
Book Award and an International Latino Book Award. He serves on 
the faculty of the Regis Mile-High MFA program and Lighthouse 
Writers. He contributed to the anthologies, Nightmares Unhinged, 
CyberWorld, and Blood Business from Hex Publishers.

Sharon Alexander
Author and Director of Mountain Wisdom Wholistic Health LLC Sharon 
Harvey Alexander believes that the ability to breathe with awareness is 
the fi rst step on a journey to relieving stress and feeling good. Thus, she 
has written a book on the topic. Pick up Learning to Breathe, Learning to 
Live locally or online. You’ll be glad you did. 

David Allard
David Allard worked for over 35 years as a petroleum geologist and from 
1988 to 2006 worked internationally, including living in Egypt and Scotland. 
His career includes technical publications, public presentations and book 
marketing for “A World of Culture Oil and Golf” includes speaking events. 

Peter Anderson
Peter Anderson teaches writing at Adams State University and lives on the 
western slope of the Sangre de Cristos. Recent books, including Heading 
Home: Field Notes (Bower House), First Church of the Higher 
Elevations (Conundrum Press), and Going Down Grand (Lithic Press), consider 
the wilder edges of the American Southwest.

Laura Bartnick
A Five-Star Readers’ Favorite Author! Laura Bartnick manages Capture 
Books, a boutique publishing and marketing group for new authors. 
She earned her double degree with a Bachelor of Arts in Contemporary 
Composition at Colorado Christian University. She also fi nished her 
education in paralegal studies and enjoys culture, art, and traveling.

Tracy Beach
Tracy Beach’s book “The Tunnels under our feet” has been showcased 
on The Science Channel and was chosen for the 2018 Endangered places 
program, where her Biography on Madam Laura Evens titled “My life as a 
whore” received raved reviews in True West Magazine.

Julie Bell (VanLaanen)
Author J.v.L. Bell is a Colorado native who grew up listening to stories 
from Colorado’s vibrant past. Her fi rst novel, The Lucky Hat Mine, is an 
entertaining historical mystery that weaves together a strong female 
character, a cozy mystery, and colorful historical Colorado characters 
and tales.

Jeannine Bernardi
Jeannine loved to write stories and plays while growing up in New York, 
and her passion for poetry continued into college. Through the beauty 
of writing, Jeannine hopes to guide others down their paths that may be 
fi lled with obstacles, and off er a sense of hope and comfort.

Grady Birdsong
Grady T. Birdsong, now retired enjoyed a successful career traveling the 
world as an executive in the telecommunication/data, and IT industries. 
As an award-winning author of three books, he spends his time puttering, 
writing and volunteering as a Veteran Advocate for returning veterans with 
TBI and PTSD.

Tonya Jewel Blessing
Growing up Tonya Jewel Blessing spent numerous vacations and holidays 
in the Appalachian mountains of West Virginia. Most of her adult life has 
been spent in full-time ministry with a focus on helping women. She has 
traveled nationally and internationally as a conference speaker.

Jodi Bowersox
Jodi Bowersox writes romance novels that span genres from faith fi ction 
to suspense to time-travel with small town to big city settings. In addition, 
she has children’s picture books to her credit and a non-fi ction Bible 
commentary. Jodi is also a watercolor artist, living with her husband in 
Colorado Springs.

Fleur (F.T.) Bradley
F.T. (Fleur) Bradley is not a spy, but she is the author of the Double 
Vision trilogy (HarperCollins Children’s), a funny middle-grade spy series 
School Library Journal calls, “a must-read for mystery fans, including 
reluctant readers.” She lives in Colorado Springs with her husband, 
daughters and entirely too many cats.

Peg Brantley
With intent to bring credibility to her stories, Peg graduated from the 
Aurora Citizens’ Police Academy, participated in the Writers’ Police 
Academy, interviewed crime scene investigators, FBI agents, human 
traffi  cking experts, obtained her Concealed Carry, studied arson dogs to 
Santeria, and hunted down locations that show up in her books.

Judith Briles
Judith Briles, aka The Book Shepherd®, has worked with 1,000+ authors and 
created 500 best-sellers and award-winning books. She’s knowledgeable 
and entertain and has personally authored 36 books that have been 
translated to 16 languages and sold a combined 1,000,000 copies. Judith 
is an advocate for authors, knows publishing inside and out from both the 
traditional and independent/self sides. Her podcast, AuthorU-Your Guide 
to Book Publishing generates over 100,000 downloads monthly.

Corinne Brown
An award-winning novelist, poet, magazine editor, and freelance writer 
for Architecture & Design of the West and Colorado Expression, among 
others, Corinne is a past-president of the Denver Woman’s Press Club, and 
a charter member of Women Writing the West. She focuses on design, 
history and transformation. 

Beatrice Bruno
Beatrice is an Army veteran but always and forever a Drill Sergeant. 
Having graduated over 2000 soldiers through Basic Training, many of these 
real life characters have found their way as fi ctional characters in her 
books. The Baby Chronicles is her fi rst experience in fi ction but won’t be 
her last.

Bronwyn Long Borne
Rohret Buchner is a nurse by day and writer by night. Her pen name honors 
grandmothers whose courage and determination are the inspiration for 
intrepid heroines. Length of Days and Poetry of Days are the fi rst two books 
in the science fi ction/fantasy Shalemar Trilogy. 

Rex Burns
Rex Burns, author of books, articles, reviews, and short stories, won an Edgar 
for The Alvarez Journal. The Avenging Angel became a Charles Bronson fi lm. 
His twenty- plus mysteries are in E-format, audio, and print from Mysterious 
Press; his dark comedy, The Better Part of Valour, can be found wherever 
E-books are sold, and Into Enemy Arms —a novel of the Civil War home 
front—is his latest work.

Lyn Byk
Co-author recipient of the 2016 Best Memoir Pinnacle Award, LYNN BYK 
writes in the interview style of a journalist, her wit gained from the multi-
generational embrace. Mister Joseph Byk, a self-made man, pulled himself 
up from the rope-tied, baggy-pants poverty of Polish immigrants to 
become an engineer on space shuttles.

Cheryl Carpinello
Cheryl’s a retired high school English teacher. Her education and 
profession introduced her to writings and authors from the Ancient and 
Medieval Worlds. Now, she hopes to inspire young readers and those 
Young-at-Heart to read more through her Tales and Legends for Reluctant 
Readers set in these worlds.

Cassi Clark
Cassi Clark authored Breastfeeding Is a Bitch, But We Lovingly Do it 
Anyway, and contributed an essay to We Rise to Resist: Voices from a 
New Era in Women’s Political Action Edited by Paula vW. Dáil and Betty 
L. Wells (forthcoming) . Her work highlights women’s individual and 
collective power.

Barbra Cohn
Barbra Cohn writes about health and travel. She is an award-winning poet, 
writes a blog called thehealthycaregiverblog and is on the editorial board 
of Care Connections, a newsletter for caregivers. As owner of Cohn Writing 
Solutions, Barbra writes sales copy for the natural products industry. Email 
her at healthwriter1@gmail.com.

Steven Craig
Steven is the author of the bestselling novel, Waiting for Today, and the 
highly successful weekly column, TRUTH: In 1000 Words or Less.  He has 
been published in numerous highly respected publications.  Inspired by his 
love for the written word, Steven spent fi fteen years teaching literature 
before turning his attention to writing full-time
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Jim Cronin
I am a retired middle school science teacher, working part-time as an 
educator at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. I wrote The Brin 
Archives as a challenge to learn something new. I have been married for 
forty years to the love of my life. We raised two incredible sons, and now 
have three amazing grandchildren to spoil rotten.

Kevin Cullis
Kevin Cullis mentors others in growing a captivating, profi table, 
and power-driven mindset through his books and Fish Tank Startups 
Workshops. He helps build confi dence, empower entrepreneurs, and grow 
Christ-Centered businesses knowing that God’s abundance and provision 
is using our God-given talents for others to achieve God’s purpose.

John Daly
John’s early writing work included newspaper editorials and fi lm reviews. 
He later became drawn toward political and cultural issues, and currently 
writes national commentary for multiple publications. His fi rst novel, From 
a Dead Sleep, was published in 2013. He has since released two more 
books in the Sean Coleman series. 

Patricia Duncan
Patricia Duncan was born and raised in Denver, CO. Having a mentor to 
teach her photography, she moved through the ranks of being an amateur 
photographer to an award-winning professional photographer. Patricia 
and her husband live in Denver.

Art Elser
Art Elser is a poet and writer whose poetry has been published in many 
journals and anthologies. His books include a memoir, What’s It All About, 
Alfi e?, and three poetry books, We Leave the Safety of the Sea, A Death at 
Tollgate Creek, and As The Crow Flies. He believes that in troubled times 
like this, people should have the beauty and calm of poetry in their lives. 
Especially to start the day. 

M.J. Evans
LIfe-long equestrian, M.J. Evans, has been able to combine her passion for 
horses with her love of writing. She is well known for her popular equestrian 
trail guidebooks, the “Riding Colorado” series. She is an award-winning author 
of eight fi ction novels for middle-grade and young adults that center around 
horses or horse fantasy creatures.

Jerry Fabyanic
Author, radio host, columnist, blogger, retired English teacher; thought 
provocateur with an impudent, iconoclastic sense of humor; literary 
spelunker; skier, hiker and runner that enjoys gasping for oxygen at 8500 
feet and sluicing through Mary Jane’s bumps and powder; and snob who 
considers imbibing beer not micro-brewed in Colorado sacrilegious.

Todd Fahnestock
Todd Fahnestock won the New York Public Library’s Books for the Teen 
Age Award for one of his short stories, and is the author of the bestselling 
fantasy novels Fairmist and The Wishing World. Stories are his passion, but 
Todd’s greatest accomplishment is his quirky, fun-loving family. 

Debra Fine
Bestselling author (her books are translated in and published in 20+ 
countries) keynote speaker and trainer, Fine is a nationally recognized 
communication expert. A regular Huffi  ngton Post contributor, her recent 
media appearances include The Today Show, The Early Show, NPR Morning 
Edition, Fox Business News and CNN. 

Jo Fontana
Jo Fontana resides in Denver, Colorado. She is the author of the Turtle 
Monkey series, of which four have been published. She also recently 
published an anthology under a pen name, A. J. Hallows, called 
Approaching Darkness. The Egg Quest, her fi rst novel, is due to be 
released in 2018.

Kristen Foote
Kristen Foote is the author of HOW TO SURVIVE AS A SHARK and HOW TO 
SURVIVE AS A FIREFLY.  With a degree in Biology, she believes that learning 
about science can be fun (and funny!). A Colorado transplant, when not 
writing, she’s enjoying everything outdoors with her kids!

Jennifer Forrester
Jenny Forrester has been published in Gobshite Quarterly, Pom Pom 
Lit, Seattle’s City Arts Magazine, Nailed Magazine, Hip Mama, The 
Literary Kitchen, Indiana Review, Columbia Journal, and the Listen to Your 
Mother anthology. She curates the Unchaste Readers Series. Hawthorne 
Books published Narrow River, Wide Sky: A Memoir, spring, 2017.

Sheldon Friedman
Sheldon Friedman practiced law as a litigation attorney in Denver, 
Colorado. He has written for the Denver Business Journal, numerous legal 
publications, and authored a legal treatise on electronic evidence and 
trial. Two of his books have been published, The Velvet Prison and The 
Satin Sash. He is presently working on the third book in the trilogy, The Silk 
Swan. The Velvet Prison was a fi nalist in the 2016 Colorado Author’s League 
Book Award for best fi ction. 

Darin Gibby
Darin Gibby, a noted patent attorney, is the author of four books: Why Has 
America Stopped Inventing?, The Vintage Club, Gil, and Chasing Hindy. An 
avid traveler and accomplished triathlete, Darin also enjoys back country 
fl y-fi shing trips and skiing in the Rocky Mountains.

Carol Flohr Giles
Carol Flohr Giles is an author, blogger, and speaker, who off ers a biblical 
perspective on the joy and challenge of Christian living in a non-Christian 
world. She has a bachelor’s degree in Biblical Studies from Colorado 
Christian University. She lives in Littleton, Colorado.

Marc Graham
Marc Graham is an actor, singer, bard, engineer, Freemason, and whisky 
afi cionado (Macallan 18, one ice cube). When not on stage, in a pub, or 
bound to his computer, he can be found traipsing about Colorado’s Front 
Range with his wife and their Greater Swiss Mountain Dog.

Carol Grever
Carol Grever’s latest memoir, Turnings: Refl ections on a Conscious Life, is a 
mosaic of courage.  Pivotal personal upheavals open extraordinary adventures 
and a spiritual awakening.  Known for her poetry and earlier books and a 
documentary on mixed-orientation relationships, Carol reveals with unwavering 
honesty her own transformative “turnings” and ultimate discoveries.

Charmayne Hafen
Charmayne has a BS degree in journalism and psychology and a MA 
in counseling. When she’s not writing, she’s running counseling groups 
for adults and a therapeutic photography group for teens.  She lives in 
Lakewood, Colorado with her husband, John, and her two Chihuahuas, 
Pepe and Frida.

Stephanie Harper
Stephanie Harper received her Masters of Fine Arts in Creative Writing 
at Fairfi eld University with an emphasis in fi ction. Her debut poetry 
collection, Sermon Series, was published in September 2017 with Finishing 
Line Press. Her work can be found in The Huffi  ngton Post, HelloGiggles, 
HerStories, Feminine Collective, Matador Review, Poetry Quarterly, Midwest 
Literary Magazine, Haiku Journal, and Spry Literary Journal. She lives in 
Littleton, CO. 

Lois Beebe Hayna
Lois Beebe Hayna spoke the language of metaphor in ways readers 
understood. Her work appears in hundreds of literary journals and eight 
books of collected works. Lois received an Honorary Doctorate of Letters 
from Regis University and the Colorado Authors League presented her with 
a Lifetime Achievement Award. Lois died in 2017 at the age of 104.

Ariel Heart
Avery Daniels is a Colorado native with a degree in business administration 
and has worked in fortune 500 companies or Department of Defense. 
She lives with two brother black cats as her spirited companions. She 
volunteers for a cat shelter, enjoys card making, photography, and 
painting in watercolor and acrylic. 

Kathy Joy Hoff ner
Radio personality, Kathy Joy, turned phrases to tickle ears. Five-Star 
Readers’ Favorite author knew life could turn upside down when she 
lost her husband by cardiac arrest. Wrestling with diffi  culty and looming 
days of depression, she began to note three beautiful images every 
day. Speaking wonder is her expression. 

Ken Katuin
Blunt Honest is on a mission to change the world by helping people realize 
that the world doesn’t revolve around one person, one nation, or one 
species. You’ll want to follow the thoughts, ideas, and adventures of Blunt 
Honest, especially if you live anywhere near the planet Earth. 

Cheryl Ilov
Cheryl Ilov is an award winning author, speaker, and consultant. 
She is also a licensed physical therapist. Her book includes a positive 
message of hope, health, and vitality as well as a proven path to being fi t, 
vibrant, and active in every stage of life.  
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Chris Mandeville
Chris writes science fi ction/fantasy and nonfi ction for writers. She’s the 
Conference Director for Superstars Writing Seminars, served as Pikes Peak 
Writers’ president, and has taught writing workshops for 10+ years. Her 
books include Seeds: a post-apocalyptic adventure and 52 Ways to Get 
Unstuck: Exercises to Break Through Writer’s Block. chrismandeville.com

Jayme Mansfi eld
Jayme H. Mansfi eld is an author, artist, and educator. Her award-winning, 
historical fi ction, Chasing the Butterfl y and RUSH, are book club favorites. 
Jayme lives in Lakewood with her husband, three sons, and a needy 
Golden Retriever. When Jayme isn’t writing, she teaches art at her art 
studio, Piggy Toes.

Joy McCalister
“Raising Timber” is Joy’s fi rst published novel and draws upon her family’s 
experience with fetal exposure to alcohol. She’s a graduate of Englewood 
High and Goshen College. Following many years living in Mexico Joy has 
returned to call Bailey, Colorado home.

Gina Meagher
Gina Meagher was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes at 17 and at 32 
with celiac disease. She tells her story of realizing that chronic disease 
management has more to do with you than your condition. The key is 
personalizing your approach. People are surprised at how many options 
they have.

Gail Mencini
Gail Mencini is the award-winning author of the fi ction Best Seller “To 
Tuscany with Love”, an adult coming-of-age novel. The second novel in Gail’s 
Tuscany Series will be released in 2018 with new, intriguing characters who 
take readers on another touching Tuscan adventure.

Jeff  Miller
Jeff  Miller’s WWI history book, Behind the Lines, was in Kirkus Reviews’ 
Best Books of 2014 and the starred review stated, “An excellent history 
that should catapult Miller to the top tier of popular historians.” His next 
book, WWI Crusaders, will be out in 2018.

Courtney Miller
I was born on a small rural farm in the Panhandle of Texas where my only 
friends were imaginary.  While my father harvested cotton, I cultivated 
my imagination. After a long career in business management, facing 
retirement in 2012, I made the “write” decision.

Jerry Mitchell
J.M. Mitchell’s novels of mystery and political intrigue borrow from his 
lifetime of experiences in America’s great treasures, including Yosemite, 
Grand Canyon and Zion National Parks, retiring as NPS Chief of Biological 
Resource Management. His second novel, The Height of Secrecy, won the 
CAL award for mainstream fi ction.

Yvonne Montgomery
Yvonne Montgomery lives in an old house in Denver’s historic Capitol Hill. 
The nooks and crannies and nighttime noises have inspired her Wisdom 
Court books, Edge of the Shadow; A Signal Shown; All in Bad Time. 

Stan Moore
Stan Moore is a husband, father, grandfather; a third generation 
Coloradan; an author and historian; a Vietnam veteran; a retired small 
business owner;  a blacksmith; and an avid mountaineer, backpacker and 
desert rat.  He and his wife make their home near Denver with two cats 
who let them stay there.

Iona Morrison
As far back as I can remember I’ve had stories in my head. Those stories 
found an outlet in public speaking and eventually they found their way 
to writing classes, short stories and writing novels. I love developing the 
characters, the scenes, and interaction between the characters.

Joseph Murphy
Joseph Murphy has been published in a number of journals, including The 
Ann Arbor Review, Northwind and The Sugar House Review. He recently had 
collection of poems published, Crafting Wings (Scars Publications, 2017); 
and a second collection, Having Lived, is forthcoming from Kelsay Books 
(2018). He is senior poetry editor for an online literary publication, Halfway 
Down the Stairs, established 2006.

Andrea Jones
Andrea M. Jones lives on a high ridge in central Colorado. Her essay 
collection, Between Urban and Wild: Refl ections from Colorado, explores 
the joys and contradictions of rural living. In addition to writing literary 
nonfi ction, Andrea works as a freelance book indexer and blogs at www.
betweenurbanandwild.com.

Kate Jonuska
Kate Jonuska studied creative writing at the University of Denver, but 
afterward spent years writing food, fi tness and general features for top-
notch regional media. She returned to her passion for fi ction fi rst in short 
stories, earning a Pushcart Prize nomination in 2015, and her fi rst novel, 
Transference, published in 2017. 

Jon Kedrowski
Jon Kedrowsk, Ph.D. has a doctorate in Geography Weather and Climate.  
Kedrowski is author of three books on climbing and skiing and works as 
a professional skier,  mountain guide and expedition leader. He has led 
expeditions to the seven summits and climbed to the top of Mt. Everest 
in 2012. 

Victoria Kimble
Victoria is the author of the Choir Girls series. She is a full-fl edged 
homebody, a so-so housekeeper, a mediocre musician and has dreamed 
of writing her whole life. She lives in Littleton, and is usually the tallest 
person found in the children’s section at the library.

Jennifer Kincheloe
Jennifer Kincheloe is a research scientist turned writer of historical fi ction. 
Her books are set in 1900s Los Angeles among the police matrons of the 
LAPD. Currently, Dr. Kincheloe studies the jails in Denver, Colorado.

Holly Arnold Kinney
Holly Arnold Kinney, author and proprietress of The Fort, spent her 
childhood in the restaurant, helping run what would become a world-
renowned business out of the family home. The Fort maintains its legacy as 
a culinary destination, and Holly has written several award-winning books 
about its history and beloved recipes.

Rachel Kodanaz
Rachel Kodanaz has been speaking passionately to national audiences 
for over 20 years, addressing all aspects of loss, change and growth. Her 
books, Living with Loss One Day at a Time, and Grief in the Workplace: 
A Comprehensive Guide for Being Prepared have received international 
acclaim. She has been featured in a number of publications and has 
appeared on Good Morning America.

Cynthia Kuhn
Cynthia Kuhn writes the Lila Maclean Academic Mystery Series, which 
includes The Semester of Our Discontent, an Agatha Award recipient, 
and The Art of Vanishing. She is professor of English at Metropolitan State 
University of Denver and current president of Sisters in Crime-Colorado. 

Judy Kundert
Judy Kundert an award-winning middle-grade novelist loves to inspire and 
intrigue children. For fun, she likes reading (usually three or four books at 
a time), watching movies from the oldies to the current fi lms, traveling, 
biking, and hiking in the vast Colorado outdoors. judykundert.com

Page Lambert
Page Lambert’s writing is found inside monumental sculptures at
the Denver Art Museum, online at Huffi  ngton Post, and in dozens of
anthologies about the West. Author of In Search of Kinship, she teaches 
graduate writing courses, leads writing adventures, and writes Nature & 
Words from her Colorado mountain home.

Betty LaVelle
Betty ended her legal career to begin anew as a professional 
photographer and writer. She is the author of Butterfl ies, Scarabs and 
Secrets, the biography and illustrated secret art collection of Clayton Blair 
Dougherty. She also is the author of The Demise of Rooster Rockstar, a 
spirited collection of her poetry, photography, and artwork, featured in 
several publications. You may contact Betty at www.bettylavelle.com.

Barb Lundy
The ability to communicate, make decisions and problem solve now top 
every business hiring list. Barb Lundy wrote “Connections Count” to provide 
step-by-step processes to improve these interactive skills. Designed as a DIY 
guide to learning, managers and teams use the book as a coaching tool. 
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Ian Neligh
Ian Neligh is an award-winning journalist and the editor of a newspaper 
based in the town of Idaho Springs where the Colorado Gold Rush fi rst 
began. He developed his passion for storytelling around the family dinner 
table, learning that a good story must be captivating and, if possible, 
hilarious.

Barbara Nickless
Barbara is the author of the award-winning Sydney Parnell crime novels. 
She spends her free time in the Colorado Rockies snowshoeing, caving, 
hiking and drinking single malt scotch, although rarely at the same time.

Pamela Nowak
Pamela Nowak is passionate about the American West, those who lived 
there, relationships, and the interweaving of fact and fi ction. A former 
RMFW Writer of the Year, her western novels have won the WILLA Finalist 
Award, the Colorado Book Award, the HOLT Medallion, and HOLT Awards 
of Merit.

Barbara Oliverio
Barbara Oliverio has a life-long passion for writing that has culminated in 
novels that focus on young Catholic women in a positive light. Readers of 
all backgrounds have fallen in love with her charming characters who sort 
out their careers and love lives while staying true to Faith and family.

Tanja Pajevic
Tanja Pajevic helps smart, heart-centered writers, leaders and 
entrepreneurs write and publish their books. She is the author of The 
Secret Life of Grief: A Memoir and 9 Steps to Heal Your Resentment and 
Reboot Your Marriage. She lives in Boulder, CO, with her family. 

Erik Palmer
Erik is a consultant, speaker, and author from Denver. He focuses on 
helping adults to become confi dent, competent oral communicators in 
all situations. Erik has worked for organizations across the United States 
and around the world. He is the author of six books including Own Any 
Occasion (ATD, 2017).

Jo Ann Pegues
Jo Ann Pegues is a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist, a graduate of 
Oklahoma State University with a Masters of Public Administration from 
the University of Colorado at Denver. In 2016 she published her second 
cookbook “SIMPLE SOULFUL SAVORY too”, available at the Tattered Cover, 
Amazon.com and through IJABA Publishing Co.

Ethan Proud
Ethan Proud began writing at a young age and hasn’t stopped since. He 
coauthored the Rebellion Trilogy with his older brother, Lincoln, it is their 
debut series. Besides writing Ethan enjoys being outside. His hobbies 
include fi shing, rock climbing, hiking, and camping. He currently lives in 
Pagosa Springs, CO.

R. Gary Raham
Author/illustrator, Gary Raham, loves to bring science alive—especially 
paleontology—through his writing and illustrating work. He has written (and 
in some cases illustrated) 18 titles of science fact and/or science fi ction, 
including books for Fulcrum, Chelsea House, and Marshall-Cavendish as well 
as articles for Highlights for Children.

Manuel Ramos
Manuel Ramos is the author of nine published novels and one short story 
collection. The Edgar® and Shamus nominee lives and writes in Denver. He 
is a co-founder of and regular contributor to La Bloga, an award-winning 
Internet magazine devoted to Latino literature, culture, news, and opinion. 
www.manuelramos.com

Patricia Raybon
Patricia Raybon is an award-winning author of bridge-building books 
and essays on faith, race and grace. Her books include My First 
White Friend, which won a Christopher Award, I Told the Mountain to 
Move and Undivided: A Muslim Daughter, Her Christian Mother, Their Path 
to Peace. 

Richard Rieman
Richard Rieman is the award-winning author of “The Author’s Guide to 
Audiobook Creation,” and audiobook narrator, director, and producer. 
Audiobooks are the fastest growing way to publish, and Richard has 
produced over 100 audiobooks on Amazon, Audible, and iTunes. He 
also produces money-making audiobooks for authors voicing their own 
audiobooks. 

Nancy Saltzman
Dr. Nancy Saltzman, author of the best-selling memoir RADICAL SURVIVOR, 
shares her inspiring true story of a life marked by tragedy but defi ned by 
resilience. Saltzman is a sought-after speaker, educator, and humorist who 
tells her extraordinary story with grace, honesty, and optimism. 

Randi Samuelson-Brown
Randi Samuelson-Brown is originally from Golden, but now lives in Denver. 
As a fi fth-generation Colorado native, she enjoys telling stories about 
Colorado’s rough-and-tumble years. The BEATEN TERRITORY is her fi rst 
published novel (Five Star Publishing) about the shadier aspects of 1890’s 
Denver focusing on a second-rate Denver madam.    

Heather Sappenfi eld
Heather Sappenfi eld lives in a tiny log home in Vail, Colorado, where 
she teaches narrative writing at a school for future Olympic skiers and 
snowboarders. If you visit, you might fi nd her pedaling her mountain bike 
along summer trails or schussing down winter slopes. Learn more about 
her at heathersappenfi eld.com.

Michael Selden
Michael Selden lived around the world and witnessed numerous historical 
events. He graduated from High School in Colorado and studied physics at 
the University of Florida and at Johns Hopkins University. He was Principle 
Investigator on numerous scientifi c eff orts. In 2013 Michael returned to 
Colorado to write and publish novels.

Jamil Shabazz
Jamil A. Shabazz was born and raised in Aurora, Colorado. A graduate of 
Overland High School and Metropolitan State University of Denver; earning 
his Bachelor of Arts in African American Studies from the University. He is 
the founder of Shabazz & Co. Publishing and an author of two novels. Not 
Another Night , published in 2016 and its sequel, Hiding Behind The Night 
published in August of 2017. 

Marsha Smith
Marsha Anderson Smith is a Colorado author with roots in northern 
Wisconsin.  She has worked as an editor, grant writer, artist, and educator.  
Marsha has traveled throughout the world, drawing inspiration from travel, 
the north woods lakes and western lands.

John Stansfi eld
Award-winning Storyteller and writer John Stansfi eld loves sharing stories 
any way he can. He recounts stories from the American West and the 
world live and in book form. His folkloric fi ction collection, Rocky Mountain 
Stories To Read Aloud or Alone, will appear in 2018.

Helen Starbuck
Colorado native, OR nurse, and author of The Mad Hatter’s Son, An Annie 
Collins Mystery Helen Starbuck lives in Arvada, Colorado, and has written 
stories since junior high. She loves mysteries, thrillers, and books involving 
strong women. She writes her mysteries from the perspective of Annie 
Collins an OR nurse.

Irv Sternberg
Irv Sternberg (a.k.a. Mark Irving) A native of New Jersey, Irv has lived in 
Colorado since 1969. After careers in journalism and public relations, he 
began writing fi ction and has published four mysteries, a historical, and 
three international thrillers under his pen name since his retirement.

M.R. (Manuel) Tapia
M.R. Tapia is the author of ‘Sugar Skulls’ and ‘The Die-Fi Experiment’. 
His stories have appeared in publications including Schlock Webzine, 
Deadman’s Tome ‘Monsters Exist’, and Empty Sink Publishing. His story, 
‘Stella Reign’ is a 2016 Pushcart Prize nominee. He writes and operates 
Hindered Souls Press out of Northern Colorado.

Natli VanDerWerken
Natli VanDerWerken loves Dragons. She collected 30 of them from around 
the world while serving as a meteorologist in the Navy. Red Dragon’s 
Keep grew out of a story she told to her children and grandchildren one 
Christmas Eve. Natli is a website designer, voracious reader, and author.

Jo Virden
The biography I wrote, Passion For Life: Ruth Marie Colville, gave me the 
courage, fi fteen years later, to entertain the idea of writing stories based 
on authentic love letters. Those stories eventually melded into a novel, My 
Darling Dorothy. My current passion is writing memoirs and biographies 
through my business, Tell Me Your Story.

Exhibiting Authors



Beth Walker
Beth Walker has written award-winning books, including Princess Monori, 
which won an IPPY in 2017. She has an MFA in writing from Vermont 
College.  She is currently writing mystery novels.

Laurie Marr Wasmund
Laurie Marr Wasmund is the author of My Heart Lies Here, a novel of the 
Ludlow Massacre; Clean Cut, A Romance of the Western Heart; and To 
Do Justice and To Love Kindness, the first two books of the White Winter 
Trilogy, set during World War I.

Laurie Weiss
Dr. Laurie Weiss, psychotherapist, coach and author of Letting It Go, has 
helped more than 60,000 individuals reclaim life energy and find joy 
in life for more than four decades. She has taught professionals in 13 
countries and authored eight books that make complex information 
accessible to anyone.

Ann West
Ann Nye West helped her granddaughter write and illustrate a lift-the-flap 
board book for toddlers, WHERE’S MY FOOTBALL? when her granddaughter 
was 12. Ann will be exhibiting with Andrea Antico, former school librarian and 
author of BUSTER THE BULLY, a book about how a bully changes his ways.

Joyce Williams
Joyce Williams was born and raised in Oklahoma. Her book was published 
in 2012. She wants Father’s to know In a girls life the first male relationship 
will be her Father. We often hear about the importance of Father’s in the 
lives of boys, but they are important to girls to. 

Daniel Willis
Daniel A. Willis writes both nonfiction and fiction. In his historical  
worked he describes the world as it was. In his fantasy novels, he 
envisions it as it could be. A native of Ohio, Mr. Willis has called 
Colorado home for 3 decades.

Robert Williscroft
Adventurer, submariner, saturation-diver, scientist, businessman, novelist. 
Spent 22 months underwater, a year in the equatorial Pacific, 3 years in the 
Arctic, and a year at the South Pole conducting atmospheric research. Has 
appeared on dozens of regional talk shows, and nationally on the Michael 
Medved show, CNBC, and FOX News. 

Sandra Windsor
Sandra’s debut memoir, The FBI Wife, was selected the 2017 winner for 
creative non-fiction by the Colorado Authors League. In addition, it was 
an award winner in Colorado Independent Publishers Association’s 2017 
contest. She is currently working on a novel and a short memoir. She 
is a participant in workshops and conferences in Colorado and around 
the country.

Natasha Wing
Natasha Wing is the author of the Night Before series which regularly 
appears on bestselling lists. She also writes non-fiction picture books 
including When Jackie Saved Grand Central. Her newest, Bagel In Love, is 
a punny story about a bagel looking for a dance partner. Natasha lives in 
Fort Collins.

Stan Yan
Stan Yan is a Denver-based author/illustrator and instructor who draws 
zombie caricatures, and authored and illustrated a rhyming picture 
book, “There’s a Zombie in the Basement,” inspired by his son’s fear of his 
zombie artwork.

Mary Taylor Young
Award-winning writer and naturalist Mary Taylor Young has been writing 
about the landscape and heritage of Colorado and the American West for 
30 years. Her 17 books include Rocky Mountain National Park: The First 100 
Years and Land of Grass and Sky: A Naturalist’s Prairie Journey.

Exhibiting Authors Thank You to Our Sponsors

Festival activities:

FESTIVAL PARTNERS
• Colorado Authors League
• Denver Central Library 

FESTIVAL SPONSORS

First Edition:
• Scripps Howard Foundation
• The Denver Post Community 

Foundation
• Denver 7

HardCover:
• Bonfils Stanton Foundation
• Clive Cussler Foundation
• elizabethcreative

PaperBack:
• Colorado Humanities and 

Center for the Book
• Colorado Independent 

Publishers Association
• Fulcrum Publishing
• Outskirts Press
• Regis University

E-Book:
• ANB Bank

FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL
• Barnes & Noble Booksellers - 

Glendale
• Book Barn
• Bonnie Brae Ice Cream
• Cassi Clark
• Denny Dressman
• Dennis Floyd

• Elizabeth Fowler
• Carol Grever
• Lois Beebe Hayna
• Orin Hargraves
• Judy Joseph, Paros Press
• Rachel Kodanaz
• Jim Kroll
• Barbara Lundy
• Gini Mennenga
• Michele Morris
• Miriam Pockross
• Patricia Rayboun
• William Sonn
• Nancy Saltzman
• Tattered Cover Book Sellers
• Brian Trembath
• Kris Walker
• Mary Taylor Young

EXHIBITING VENDORS  
AND SPONSORS
• Book Bar – Read Tribe
• Colorado Authors League
• Colorado Humanities and 

Center for the Book
• Colorado Independent 

Publishers Association (CIPA)
• Denver 7
• Fulcrum Publishing
• LightHouse Writers
• Outskirts Press
• Regis University
• The Denver Post

5TH FLOOR
• 100+ Authors interaction and book signing
• Tattered Cover “onsite” book store
• Programming in the Gates Conference Room and 10th 

Mountain Room

7TH FLOOR 
• Keynote Presentations
• Programming in the Training Room and Rick Ashton  

(Summit) Room
• Exhibiting vendors and sponsors
• Art and Library Tours
• Special programming



Training Room ABC (full room) 7th Floor

Gates Conference Room  5th Floor 

PANEL TITLE
Opening Keynote: An Interview With Peter Heller

MODERATOR
Carol McKinley

KEYNOTE
Peter Heller

WELCOME REMARKS
Rachel Kodanaz, CBF Director

PANEL TITLE
Closing Keynote : A History of Conquest: A Not Always Nice Look at 
How the West was “Won” with Patricia Limerick

MODERATOR
Rick Young

KEYNOTE
Patricia Limerick

CLOSING REMARKS
Rachel Kodanaz, CBF Director

PANEL TITLE
Book Club For Kids Podcast

MODERATOR
Kitty Felde

PANELISTS
Anna Jo Haynes, Denise Vega

PANEL TITLE
Is God In My  Story? Exploring Spiritual and Faith Elements of the 
Transformative Memoir

MODERATOR
Carol Grever

PANELISTS
Philip Yancey, Lindsey O’Connor, Rachel Kodanaz

PANEL TITLE
Secrets of Cookbook Chefs: How to Live Well, Love Right, Save Money, 
Master Flavorings and Cook Better, Too

MODERATOR
Eliza Cross

PANELISTS
Adrian Miller, JL Fields

Program

11 am

12 pm

3 pm

1 pm

2 pm



10th Mountain Division Room  5th Floor

Training Room A  7th Floor

PANEL TITLE
Danger, Doom and Destruction: Why Do We Love To Read About It?!

MODERATOR
Mario Acevedo

PANELISTS
Betsy Dornbusch, Jon Bassoff, Chris Mandeville, Warren Hammond

PANEL TITLE
Colorado Stories: Peaks to Plains

MODERATOR
Page Lambert

PANELISTS
Bill Sonn, Jerry Fabyanic, Margi Evans

PANEL TITLE
I Wanna Read That Book! How To Help Kids Choose Books They’ll Love

MODERATOR
Denise Vega

PANELISTS
Cheryl Carpinello, Jolene Gutiérrez, Amy Seto Forrester, Judy Bulow

PANEL TITLE
Finding Real Poetry in a Fake News World: Why Truth & Beauty Matter

MODERATOR
Kathryn Winograd

PANELISTS
Dan Guenther, Art Elser, Laurel Becker

PANEL TITLE
Cultivating Community, One Seed At A Time: How Growing Food 
Strengthens Community, Fosters Learning And Helps Connect Us To 
The Earth

MODERATOR
Jodi Torpey

PANELISTS
Jodi Torpey, Krista Roberts

PANEL TITLE
Can They Really Say That?:  Defamation, Plagiarism, and Writing 
Beyond the Legal Limit

MODERATOR
Chuck Greaves

PANELISTS
Sheldon Friedman, Darin Gibby

12 pm

2 pm

1 pm

12 pm

1 pm

2 pm



Training Room B  7th Floor 

Training Room C  7th Floor 

Study Room West  5th Floor

Study Room East  5th Floor

PANEL TITLE
Reading & Writing Graphically: Words, Pictures and the 21st Century 
Reader

MODERATOR
Dian Curtis Regan

PANELISTS
Todd Mitchell, Stan Yan

PANEL TITLE
Writing for Chicks, Writing for Dudes — What’s the Difference and 
Why Should Readers Care?

MODERATOR
Mark Stevens

PANELISTS
Erik Storey, Linda Hull, Carrie Vaughn

PANEL TITLE
Every Reader’s Big Fat Secret: I Want To Write A Book Too!

MODERATOR
Patricia Raybon

PANELISTS
Dom Testa, Patti Thorn

PANEL TITLE
Writing As Activism: Women Write Truth to Power

MODERATOR
Cassi Clark 

PANELISTS
Dr. Marcia Tremmel Goldstein, Tamara Banks, Dr. Ausma Zehanat 
Khan, Dr. Callie Marie Rennison

PANEL TITLE
Short Stories from Great Books

STORYTELLER
John Stansfield

PANEL TITLE
Doc Susie

STORYTELLER
Linda Batlin

12 pm

1 pm

2 pm

1 pm

12 &
1 pm

1 &
2 pm



Rick Ashton Legacy Room (Summit Room)  7th Floor

PANEL TITLE
More Than Wine And Gossip: Keeping A Book Club Focused On Books

MODERATOR
Barb Lundy 

PANELISTS
Darleen Sanders, Lance Morgan, Stacey Bloomfield

PANEL TITLE
Communicating Climate Change: Keeping Cool about A Hot Topic

MODERATOR
Mary Taylor Young

PANELISTS
Lisa Hidalgo, Nolan Doesken

 
PANEL TITLE
Why Are Mysteries Popular During Fraught Times?

MODERATOR
Chris Goff

PANELISTS
Manuel Ramos, Carter Wilson

12 pm

2 pm

1 pm

Parking Information

The Cultural Center Complex Garage is located at 65 W. 12th Avenue (12th and 
Broadway). It is open from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Access the garage from 12th Avenue, 
just west of Broadway.

Several unattended lots are within a five-minute 
walk of the Library. Most require payment 
in advance. Limited meter parking is also 
available. The meters closest to the Library, on 
Broadway, have a 1 hour limit and cost $1.00 
each hour. The meters further south of the 
Library, those on Broadway, West 12th Avenue 
and Acoma Street, have a 5 hour limit and 
cost $1.00 each hour. Handicapped accessible 
parking is located directly in front of the Library 
on 13th Avenue as well as in the parking garage 
and the lots south of the Library.

The Library is located within short 
walking distance from the Civic Center 
RTD station.
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Join Our Community and Learn How
to Make Publishing Work for You!

Supporting independent authors, 
publishers, and marketing, editing, 

& design professionals since 1992.

Do it yourself without doing it alone! 
Accelerate your publishing dreams with CIPA!

www.cipabooks.com
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